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The Hare and the Tortoise (Again!)

Story: Venkatramana Gowda
Illustrations: Padmanabha
English Translation: Dr. Divaspathy Hegde
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Do you remember the Great Race between the hare and
the tortoise? For a long time, no one in the entire animal
kingdom could talk about anything but the
Great Race and its two contestants.







We all know that the rabbit was defeated because he was lazy and
overconfident. We know that the tortoise won the race because
he was slow and steady. The forest animals knew this too, and

continued to respect both creatures equally.

Even the two competitors remained friends. The tortoise did not
assume airs because he had won, and the hare, realizing he had

been defeated fair and square, bore the tortoise no grudge.







Many months passed. The king of the jungle where the hare
and the tortoise lived had some important matters to discuss
with the king of the neighbouring jungle. But the first king
could not leave his jungle just then. He decided, instead, to
send the hare and the tortoise to the neighbouring king, as

g < . his representatives.







“At least one of you must go to the neighbouring kingdom,” ordered

the king, when the hare and the tortoise had presented themselves.
g P

“I want you to discuss certain important matters with the king there,

and come back to me with his thoughts on those matters.”

“Now go!” he said, as he dismissed them.

“And mind, you only have a day to

complete the task.”







The road to the neighbouring kmgdom was not smooth or easy.







After some thought, both the hare and the tortoise realized

that neither of them could complete the task alone.
ik d to travel together.







The next day, they collected the various messages from their
king and were ready to go. The hare made short work of the
thorny parts of the route







When they came to a river, they switched places, and the hare
clambered on to the tortoise's back. The tortoise swam across
the river swiftly and gracefully. Once both the rivers had been
crossed, it did not take them long to arrive at the







After extensive discussions with the neighbouring
king on all the matters raised by their own king,
the hare and the tortoise were ready to leave.







The return journey was even smoother than the onward










Use your imagination and colour
this picture anyway YOU like.
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Use your imagination and colour
this picture anyway YOU like.

2




My name is Alfiya and I study in class 5. I want to become an engineer like my
grandfather. I like Kareena and Shahid Kapoor and never miss their films.
Thank you for buying this book. My friends and I will get to read many more
books in our library because you bought this book.
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Venkatramana Gowda has a Masters degree in Kannada and is a senior journalist. In
addition to working in Udayavani and Vijay Karnataka he edited his own monthly digest for
some time. He comes from the Halakki tribe of Uttara Kannada and is known for his folk-
style stories and poems. He is presently working with a television ch 1in Hyderabad

Padmanabh is an artist who has worked with several newspapers in Karnataka.



Remember how the slow and steady tortoise beat the arrogant hare in that
great race long ago? Now the two are back together again, and they have
a task to complete. Each knows that he cannot do it without the other,
but can these two big rivals work together?
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